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Let me start by greeting and thanking you for availing yourselves to this 

stakeholder meeting today. I hope our coming here together today is an 

indication that we are all working together to find solutions and 

mechanisms to fight and defeat criminal elements in our society. 

Programme director, the honourable Premier of KwaZulu – Natal, Mr 

Senzo Mchunu, during his State of the Province Address, on 26 June 

2014, assigned the Department of Community Safety and Liaison, under 

my leadership to facilitate a meeting that will ascertain progress on the 

Albert Park/King Dinizulu Park  - on the challenges caused by Whoonga 

addicts. 



It is, therefore, for this reason that we have invited all of you here today 

because we believe that this is a matter that can only be resolved if we 

work together to come up with the solution. 

I would like to begin by giving you the background information on what 

the problem at hand is and what has been done up to date to address 

the challenges posed by the prevalence of drugs.. 

Concerning reports of Whoonga addicts who are terrorizing the 

community in EThekwini were made, especially within the vicinity of the 

Market, Victoria Embankment, and Berea and surrounding areas. 

Serious crimes of hijacking and robbery have continuously been 

reported and this has affected tourism and the economy. 

These alleged whoonga addicts have seriously become a safety hazard 

and a number of interventions are required to deal with this problem. 

I want to say thank you to EThekwini Municipality for the interventions 

that they have put in place already. 

I know that the Mayor visited the area on 11 February 2014 where the 

drug users were moved from Albert Park during interactions with them. 

Issues of homelessness, unemployment, drug addiction and a need for 

rehabilitation were highlighted. 

The Mayor then launched the Qalakabusha programme, on 24 April 

2014, which aims to deal with issues identified and also to serve as a 

stern warning to those who are dealing with drugs. 

I want to say thank to the Mayor and his council for this initiative 

because there has been a slight decline. The only problem we have is 

that services are delivered at a snail’s pace through this programme 

while crime is increasing day by day. 

I also want to thank you for the establishing the Local Drug Action 

Committees in all Zones – we must however forge working relations 

between them and Ward safety forums and other crime fighting 

structures. 

However, more still needs to be done because out of the six addicts that 

were identified and referred for rehabilitation, only two survived and the 

other four dropped out. 



Crime statistics at Umbilo SAPS have increased very much and people 

still get mugged when they come from nearby shops and use the King 

Dinizulu Park as a thoroughfare. Others get robbed from the shops to 

their cars and the perpetrators always vanish to King Dinizulu Park. 

There have also been reports of lack of respect for the Nazareth 

Temple, as it was alleged that some of the people urinate and use the 

temple as their toilet whereas for the Nazareth people it’s a holy place. 

These are social issues which we need to discuss and to provide 

solutions to end this social menace.  

The Department of Community Safety and Liaison, as another form of 

intervention, hosted a drugs and substance abuse campaign on 18 July 

2013 during Mandela Day. 

The aims was to give these kids a second chance by reminding them 

that they can still change if they are willing and committed. The event 

was held in partnership with Ukhozi Fm, Izwi Lomzansi, eThekwini 

Municipality and other community organisations. 

Ten girls were emotionally moved and broke into tears, publicly 

declaring that they wanted to stop using drugs and wanted to be given 

assistance to stop using drugs. 
  

They were then taken to Newlands Rehabilitation Centre through the 

Department of Social Development to get help. Siphiwe Shabalala, who 

left his Mandeni home in 2011 decided to return home and was 

transported back home. His mother thanked the Department, saying all 

along she thought her child had died. 

 

I also want to take this opportunity to commend the good work done by 

the Denis Hurley Centre – which has gone out of its way to ensure that 

all those kids who are willing to change are rehabilitated before they are 

integrated back to their families 
  

This just shows how much we can do if we work together as the 

Government, private businesses and NGO’s. 
  



I, therefore, would like everyone who is here today to think carefully 

about what one can do to help and then pledge your commitment 

because the Municipality or my department cannot do this alone. 
  

These kids are reportedly homeless, I am sure there is something that 

the municipality and department of Human settlements can do. 

Department of Social Development is already doing something, but I am 

sure there is still more they can do. 
  

Some of these kids have no identity documents and Home Affairs must 

also come on board. Sport activities are another way of keeping them 

busy and ensuring that they remain healthy. 
  

We also need educational institutions to provide them with the 

necessary skills so that we can ensure that whatever interventions are 

made now, are sustainable.  I know that Unisa has come on board and 

we must commend them for their role. 

 

Programme Director, it is important that working together we develop a 

sustainable programme to fight the scourge of drugs in our province. An 

integrated approach involving the law enforcement agencies, social; 

partners, business, religious organization and NGO – is the only solution 

that can yield positive outcomes.  

 

To this end I wish to commend the police in the province for having 

made breakthroughs in serious cases of drug trafficking and 

manufacturing. These major busts have happened here in Durban, 

mainly Kloof and Chartsworth. 

 

Recently, we hosted the provincial CPF seminar – part of the objectives 

was to define and strengthen the working relations between the police 

and the community. 

 

We remain convinced that community should play a bigger role in 

fighting crime in our society and closing down the space for drug 

traffickers. 

 



This philosophical understanding underlines our strategic approach to 

the challenges of all social ills, including crime and substance abuse. 

 

This is clearly spelt out in our flagship programme of Building a United 

Front Against Crime – which seeks to mobilize all stakeholder and 

communities in particular to play a central in the greater movement 

against crime. 

 

This year 2014/15 we delivered our budget speech under the theme 

“Unite and Act together Against Crime.”  So what we, are therefore, 

starting today is exactly the translation of this theme into action. 

 

I will end there for now and allow you to come up with suggestions or 

solutions which will take this movement against drugs forward. 
  

I thank you 

  
  

 

 


